MERCOSUR COMPLETED MARKET ACCESS OFFER

Mercosur hereby submits its completed market access offers pursuant to the Brussels Work Program and on the basis of the improvements outlined by the EU during the Coordinators meeting of September 15th – 17th, as instructed at Ministerial level on September 12th.

These offers are presented as an attempt to meet the October 31st deadline for the conclusion of the negotiations. Therefore, they will be withdrawn for re-examination on that date. If negotiations resume after that date, this offer shall not be the basis for the renewal of the process.

The validity of the offers is, furthermore, subject to the EU offers assuring effective additional market access in areas of priority export interest for Mercosur, specifically:

· Tariff rate quotas for market access of agricultural products must ensure levels above those of current trade, as well as gradual and constant growth;

· Significant increase in market access for PAPs;

· Concessions granted birregionally shall not be partially or completely withdrawn due to out-of-quota exports;

· Administration of tariff rate quotas must be assigned to the exporting side;

· In-quota tariffs must be eliminated;

· Total volumes of tariff rate quotas must be fully implemented as of the date of entry into force of the Agreement;

· Effective improvement in market access conditions for a significantly larger number of Mercosur services providers under mode 4;

· Guarantee of non-discrimination for subsidiaries of Mercosur companies established in the EU.

Concerning the protection of geographical indications for agricultural products other than wines and spirit drinks, Mercosur could consider national protection limited to a selected number of items included in the European Union short list, provided that : a) trademarks already granted or pending approval, as well as the renewal of those trademarks, will not be affected; b) generic or customary terms will continue to be used; c) the protection will only apply to the exact term as protected in the original language of the country of origin; and d) trade with third countries will not be affected. 
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