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STATE OF ISRAEL
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, TRADE & LABOR

Foreign Trade Administration

AGREED MINUTES

of the 3rd round of negotiations between the Delegations of  Mercosur and the State of Israel on the establishment of a Free Trade Agreement

The Delegations of Mercosur and of the State of Israel met on 28 to 31 May 2006 in Jerusalem to negotiate the establishment of a Free Trade Area Agreement. 

Mr Felipe Alvarez de Toledo headed the delegation from MERCOSUR

Mr Boaz Hirsch headed the delegation from Israel

The list of the participants of both Delegations is attached as Annex I.

The agreed agenda included the meetings of the following working groups:


I. Market Access:
Meaningful discussions were held between the two sides both on issues of text and on the lists of requests and offers. 
Israel proposed its new version for the Chapter on Trade in Goods, attached as Annex II, Mercosur will submit their comments on the text.
It was agreed that each side will send its offer on market access based on the nomenclature. 
II. Rules of Origin and Customs Procedures 

     Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters:
The sides discussed the text of the chapter on Rules of Origin, including the certificate of origin. 

Israel will prepare a single document in which the outstanding points are indicated, and send it to Mercosur. The sides will exchange opinions on these points before the next round of discussions.

The sides also discussed the Israeli proposal for the issuance of electronic certificate of origin and agreed to initiate a dialogue on the subject in the near future.

Regarding the Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Customs Matters, the sides discussed the Israeli proposal, and Mercosur will forward its answers. The text will be discussed in the next Video Conference
III. Dispute Settlement

The text produced following the 2nd Round of the negotiations was revised both by Israel and Mercousur prior to this meeting.

This new text was the basis for the discussion of the group.

After extensive discussions the group has produced a revised text attached as Annex III.

Mercosur will send a revised text with their proposal. Israel will comment.

The open issues will be discussed on the next Video Conference.
IV. General Provisions 
Both Delegations discussed the remaining open issues in the text, and agreed to hold further discussions in the future. 

The last updated version of the text is attached as Annex IV.

V. Safeguards 
The text produced following the 2nd Round of the negotiations was revised both by Israel and Mercosur prior to this meeting.

This new text was the basis for the discussion of the group.
After extensive discussions the group has produced a revised text attached as Annex V.
Israel will send a new text on Article 3. Mercosur will send a revised text with their proposal. 
The open issues will be discussed on the next Video Conference.
VI. SPS 
The sides discussed the text proposed by Mercosur, as well as Israel's comments on the text.
Israel will suggest a new text with respect to some paragraphs, which will be reviewed and discussed on the next Video Conference.

The remaining text, agreed by the two sides, is attached as Annex VI.
Concerning the Schedule of Future Negotiations:
5 of June : Israel proposal on Safeguards (Article 3) 

12 of June: Israel proposal on Rules of Origin

                 Israel proposal on SPS 
14 of June: Mercosur comments on Dispute Settlement

                 Mercosur comments on Safeguards

                 Mercosur comments on Protocol on Mutual Assistance in Customs
                 Matters
16 of June: Mercosur comments on Rules of Origin

                 Mercosur comments on Trade in Goods

19 of June: Israel comments on Dispute Settlement
21 of June: Video Conference on Rules of Origin and Protocol on Mutual 
                 Assistance in Customs Matters
22 of June: Video Conference on SPS / Dispute Settlement / Safeguards
                 Exchange of market access offer lists
4 to 7 of July: 4th Round of Negotiations in Buenos-Aires, Argentina
11 to 14 September: 5th  Round of Negotiations in Jerusalem, Israel
23 to 26 October: 6th Round of Negotiations in Brazil 
Done on May 31st, 2006, in Jerusalem in two original copies in the English language.
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